Classes of Indicators Used in EU Agricultural
Monitoring

Type: Track D — Meta-Note

Scope: Cross-cluster (HR-VPP, Soil Moisture, Drought & Climate, Statistical
Agriculture)

Status: ACTIVE (descriptive, reviewer-safe)

1. Purpose of This Meta-Note

This meta-note provides a descriptive classification of indicator classes used in
EU agricultural monitoring, as referenced across Copernicus services, statistical
systems, and environmental reporting frameworks.

It does not introduce new indicators, thresholds, or interpretations.
Its role is to organise and contextualise indicator types already documented
in SAL Track D clusters.

2. Earth Observation—Derived Indicators
2.1 Vegetation Indicators

Examples include: - Vegetation indices - Phenology and productivity descriptors
- Canopy and biomass-related indicators

These indicators are derived from satellite observations and are used to describe
vegetation condition and dynamics.

2.2 Soil and Land Surface Indicators

Examples include: - Surface and root-zone soil moisture descriptors - Land
surface condition indicators - Soil water-related indices

These indicators characterise physical land surface properties as observed or
derived from EO data.

2.3 Climate and Weather-Related Indicators

Examples include: - Precipitation and temperature-based indicators - Drought
and anomaly indicators - Climate variability descriptors

These indicators are used to describe climatic context and conditions relevant to
agriculture.



3. Statistical Agriculture Indicators
3.1 Structural Indicators

Examples include: - Farm structure and size classes - Land-use and crop area
statistics - Livestock population counts

These indicators describe the structural composition of agricultural systems.

3.2 Production Indicators

Examples include: - Crop and livestock production quantities - Harvested area
statistics - Yield figures reported at aggregated levels

These indicators summarise reported agricultural outputs.

3.3 Input and Resource Indicators

Examples include: - Labour and employment in agriculture - Input use statistics
(e.g. fertilisers) - Machinery and capital stock indicators

These indicators describe reported resource use within agriculture.

4. Environmental and Contextual Indicators

Environmental indicators referenced alongside agricultural monitoring may in-
clude: - Land condition and degradation indicators - Water availability and
hydrological context indicators - Climate-related environmental descriptors

These indicators provide context, not direct measures of agricultural perfor-
mance.

5. Cross-Indicator Relationships (Descriptive)

Within EU monitoring frameworks: - EO-derived indicators and statistical
indicators coexist - Indicators are linked conceptually, not operationally - Different
indicator classes serve different monitoring purposes

SAL records these relationships descriptively, without integration or synthesis.




6. Explicit Exclusions

This meta-note does not include: - Indicator ranking or prioritisation - Thresh-
olds, benchmarks, or scoring - Impact assessment or causal inference - Decision-
support or optimisation logic - Al-driven analysis

7. Positioning Summary

Within SAL, indicator classes are positioned as: - Organised categories of
documented indicators - Reference structures for understanding EU monitoring
systems - A descriptive bridge between different Track D clusters

This meta-note is suitable for EU reviewer and grant contexts.
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